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What Is AfriKin

Art as advocacy. Culture as catalyst.

AfriKin Foundation is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit cultural institution that harnesses the power of art, culture, fashion,

and thought leadership to engage the Global African and Black World experience. We provide a premium

platform where creativity meets strategy, connecting brands with influential audiences through ethical cultural

investment, legacy-driven storytelling, and high-impact visibility.

Officially sanctioned: recognized by the City of North Miami and the Greater Miami Convention & Visitors

Bureau as the official kick-off event of Miami Art Week and Art Basel Miami Beach.

“AfriKin Art Fair is a movement at the nexus of culture, conscience, and commerce.”

DISRUPTION

Art exposes the architecture of power, making visible what systems prefer to hide.

INTERROGATION

Art asks the questions those in control of systems have never had to answer.

AGENCY

Art asserts that those excluded from a system are still its most urgent architects.

REIMAGINATION

Art builds alternate frameworks: new systems drawn from lived experience, not inherited power.





2026 Theme

GRIOTUrgent Storytelling for Our Times

AfriKin Art Fair 2026 is curated by Joseph L. Underwood, Ph.D., drawing on the griot tradition, the West African

storyteller-historian charged with carrying memory forward, to ask how urgent stories of the African diaspora get

told, preserved, and passed on today. Artists from 35+ countries respond.

“This is not an exhibition of archaic pasts, it is a powerful, living archive.”

Art As

Testimony. Art bears witness, giving form to what history attempted to silence or erase.

Defiance. Art insists on presence, asserting that survival is itself a creative act.

Memory. Art preserves, carrying ancestral knowledge forward across time, displacement, and rupture.

Joy. Art celebrates Black joy as radical refusal: carnival, ritual, and pleasure as liberatory practice.

Reimagination. Art speculates, envisioning futures beyond the present moment from a place of endurance and possibility.



Curatorial Framework

Nine Areas of Inquiry

The exhibition welcomes proposals across all media and disciplines. Work engages with, but is not limited to,

the following nine areas, each anchoring curated sections of the fair, panel discussions, keynote talks, and

performance works.

01. Memory & the Archive

Ancestral knowledge, genealogy, erasure in official histories, and the reclamation of lost or suppressed records.

02. The Body as Site

Surveillance, policing, hair, skin, adornment, and the politics of Black embodiment in public and private space.

03. Diaspora & Displacement

Migration, belonging, the Caribbean archipelago, and the ongoing aftermath of the Atlantic slave trade and colonialism.

04. Language & Voice

Oral tradition, Creole, patois, code-switching, silence as protest, and the griot as radical storyteller.

05. Joy, Pleasure & Celebration

Black joy as an act of refusal: carnival, music, dance, fashion, and communal ritual as liberatory practice.

06. Afrofuturism & Reimagination

Alternative futures, speculative worldbuilding, technology, and what liberation looks like beyond the present moment.

07. Land, Water & the Sacred

Ecological grief, the ocean as both grave and source, spiritual practices, and the relationship to place and land.

08. Protest & Political Action

Civil rights histories, contemporary movements, incarceration, voting rights, and art made in response to injustice.

09. Gender, Sexuality & Kinship

Queer Black identity, womanhood, chosen family, and the full spectrum of Black intimate and communal life.

Who Attends

An audience that values substance over spectacle.

Our attendees are cultural custodians, ethical investors, and global citizens. Visionaries, market leaders,

cultural icons, and elite dealmakers gather in one place to celebrate, create new opportunities, build

partnerships, and shape the conversations that drive industries forward. They seek meaning, depth, and a

genuine commitment to representation, reparative justice, and inclusive cultural growth.

“With all the things going on, the number one thing that I've learned is that we're supposed to

help people through this world.”

ALFONSO D. BROOKS, FOUNDER AND CHAIRMAN, AFRIKIN FOUNDATION

UHNW Investors

Ultra-high-net-worth individuals actively seeking cultural capital and deal flow.



Cultural Icons

Musicians, film, fashion, and media personalities aligned with African cultural identity.

Corporate Executives

Decision-makers seeking brand alignment with purpose-driven cultural platforms.

Art Collectors

Private and institutional collectors building collections across African and diaspora art.

Global Tastemakers

Curators, critics, and advisors who shape international art market narratives.

Press & Media

National and international outlets covering Miami Art Week and Art Basel.



Why Sponsor

Stand at the forefront of a cultural movement that merges art, advocacy, and economic
impact.

In aligning your brand with AfriKin, you become part of a transformative cultural experience that brings together

global change-makers, art visionaries, and elite industry leaders during the most influential week in the global

art calendar: Miami Art Week / Art Basel Miami Beach. Your partnership amplifies a message of inclusivity,

legacy, and innovation, positioning your brand as both visionary and values-led.

35%
Brand Exposure

Millions of impressions across
event promotions, social

media, and press.

25%
Media Impressions

High-profile features in major
national and international

outlets.

20%
VIP Networking

Direct access to UHNW
individuals, collectors,

investors, A-list figures.

15%
Deal Flow

Strategic introductions that
generate real business beyond

the fair.

Legacy branding. Position your brand at the intersection of art, purpose, and progress. Join us as we reimagine the arts as

a platform for healing, truth, and unity.

Untapped markets. Africa and its diaspora are among the fastest-growing markets globally. Reach emerging

demographics who make value-based brand decisions.

Strategic investment. By supporting AfriKin, you become part of a larger dialogue, empowering the next generation to

build a world where the arts are treated as essential.



Sponsorship Tiers

Invest in legacy.

AfriKin's 2026–27 cultural season opens with the Art Fair (November 29 – December 6, 2026) and continues through Black

History Month programming in February 2027 and Art, Jazz & Champagne, our Women's History Month centerpiece, in

March 2027. Producing the Art Fair requires $500,000. Season Partnership extends that investment to underwrite Black

History Month ($175,000) and Art, Jazz & Champagne ($100,000), a full season total of $775,000. Funds raised beyond

that figure build AfriKin's institutional capital reserve.

Presenting and Premier are single-partner anchor tiers, either can carry the majority of the season in one signature.

Diamond through Community are open to multiple partners at each level. AfriKin's season goal is reached through an

anchor partnership, a combination of tier-level partners, or both, independent paths to the same goal, not a cumulative ask.

PRESENTING PARTNER $350,000  —  Season Partner, one partner only

✓  Official co-branding across all season materials

✓  Season-long brand presence across the Art Fair, Black History Month, and Art, Jazz & Champagne

✓  Prime on-stage speaking role alongside Alfonso D. Brooks

✓  VIP access for 15 guests with full concierge

PREMIER PARTNER $175,000  —  Fair Partner, one partner only

✓  Event co-branding "Presented by [Brand]"

✓  Exclusive on-stage speaking opportunity

✓  VIP access for 10 guests with private concierge

✓  Premium placement in all media content

DIAMOND PARTNER $75,000  —  Open to multiple partners

✓  Exclusive branded VIP lounge

✓  VIP access for 6 guests

✓  Branded entertainment segment

✓  Guaranteed press placements and interviews



GOLD PARTNER $35,000

✓  Branded cocktail bar or culinary experience

✓  VIP access for 4 guests

✓  Logo placement in key event areas

✓  Select press and media feature

SILVER PARTNER $20,000

✓  VIP access for 2 guests

✓  Brand recognition on event materials

✓  Step-and-repeat logo inclusion

✓  Press release mention

BRONZE PARTNER $10,000

✓  VIP access for 2 guests

✓  Logo placement in event program and signage

✓  Social media mentions

✓  Gift bag product placement

COMMUNITY PARTNER $5,000

✓  2 event passes

✓  Program and signage brand recognition

✓  Social media acknowledgment and press release inclusion



Standard Deliverables

Every sponsor receives:

Regardless of tier, all partners share in these foundational deliverables.

Branding & Visibility

•  Inclusion in all official event marketing and promotional materials

•  Logo placement in event space: screens, banners, signage

•  Recognition on step-and-repeat backdrop for maximum media exposure

•  Inclusion in event website and digital promotions

Media & Public Relations

•  Press release mentions: national and international distribution

•  Onsite media coverage with brand exposure

•  Access to professional event photography and video assets

•  Branded content inclusion in post-event recap video

Networking & Relationship Building

•  Access to exclusive VIP networking opportunities

•  Facilitated introductions to key business figures and cultural leaders

•  Invitation to select pre-event gatherings where applicable

•  Post-event strategic follow-ups and introductions

Ethical Alignment & Cultural Integration

•  Co-branding with AfriKin's justice and cultural mission

•  Acknowledgment in mission-driven programming

•  Exclusive creative collaboration opportunities

•  Alignment with Africa and its diaspora, among the fastest-growing markets globally



From Our Partners

What our partners say

“AfriKin Art Fair is more than an event: it is a cultural movement we are proud to support.

The caliber of storytelling, the authenticity of the experience, and the intentional celebration

of the diaspora aligned perfectly with our values. Sponsoring AfriKin gave us unparalleled

exposure and a direct connection to the pulse of Caribbean and African creativity on a global

stage.”

H. FERGUSON, CARIBBEAN NATIONAL WEEKLY

Current Partners & Supporters

•  City of North Miami

•  Greater Miami CVB

•  Art of Black Miami

•  North Miami Parks & Recreation

•  Tito's Handmade Vodka

•  CNW Network

AfriKin Foundation, Inc. • 501(c)(3) Nonprofit • EIN# 85-2592611

All contributions are tax-deductible to the amounts legally allowed and fund long-term cultural transformation.



Partner in legacy.
Invest in culture.

Align with AfriKin.

In aligning your brand with AfriKin, you become part of a transformative cultural experience that brings together

global change-makers, art visionaries, and elite industry leaders during the most influential week in the global

art calendar: Miami Art Week / Art Basel Miami Beach. We understand that every brand is unique. That's why

we offer customizable sponsorship packages designed to meet your specific goals, whether you're looking to

amplify visibility, build strategic alliances, or drive social impact. Let's co-create something unforgettable.

Invest in the pillars of our future. Partner with us to shape culture, community, and commerce.

In diplomacy and sovereignty of culture,

Alfonso D. Brooks
Founder and Chairman, AfriKin Foundation, Inc.

EMAIL brooks@afrikin.org

PHONE +1 (646) 296-3613

WEBSITE afrikin.org
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